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A Pause in Trend to Bar US from Latin Affairs

Several recent hemis| meetings
have provided a pause in the trend to ex-
clude the US from Latin and Caribbean
regional affuirs,

The establishment of a broad new
organization, the Latin American
Economic System, was postponed when
numerous critics at the conference in
Panama raised the practical problems
that the leading proponents—Venezuela
and Mexico—have tried to ignore.

The vugue principles of the system take
no account of the many political and
econonic differonces that divide countries
of the arcu, fuil to clarify the system's

-relationship with existing pacts, and leave

open the question of who would bear the
burden of specizl treatment for the
Ieast-developed arcas.

A working group has been assigncd the

the US und the long-stunding tradition of
“nutural” atlience hus been evideot main.
ly in the contrast hetwoen the Latin’
pragmatic bilateral denlings with! the US
and their aggressive behnvior In mul-
tilateral forums.

The meetings at Sun Jose ethncd the
umbivalence en masse Apiinn .

meelings put & better face on inter-
Amerlcan telutions than they have had in
some time. The experience oversil
demonsteuted thut, despite the many com-
plaints from Latin America about the role
of the US. in matters of hemispheric
defense there is 4 permanent common in-

terest. |:| :

huckground uf rep d & i of
US meddting, influence, and involvement
in their affuirs, the Latins in e(féct paid
homuge to the judgment that thdir basic
security is naturally linked with lhhl of the
US.

Aflter a criticul two-yeat rewcw of the
Rio Treaty, the Latin govérnments made
only small alterations in the 23-year-old
document and endorsed the pact etmmal.
Iy as it wits written.

One change correcied a flaw mngmﬁed
hy lhc Cuban issue—the requirement that

task of drafling a4 more specific d
of the organization’s goals and sructure

%4 i d by a twn-thitds vote
can be remnved only by the same | margin.

for presentation at h g on
Oxctober 13,

The fundamental concern of the reluc.
tant governments is that the proposed
economic organization’s principal goal is
precisely whut the promoters insist it is
not: to pressure the US. The demurring
pgovernments are resigned o joining the
system  eventually in the interests of
solidarity, but they are pleased at having
won a delay.

The idea of a Latin-only organization
fits in with the notions of basic an-
tagonism between the US and Latin
America that have been butiressed by fre-
quent wrangling and bitierness, The re-
cent OAS conlerence at San Jose to
amend the Rio Treaty provided a very
different perspective .on the statc of
relations.

Latin American ambivalence over in-
ingly at odds with those of

Technically, however, the iwo-thirds rule
remains in force until the amehdments
ugreed at San Jose are entified by two
thirds of the signatories. i
As an expedient for the intefim, the
defega‘es reconvened in San Jose as an
“Organ of Consultation,” the nécessary
guise for deuling with sanctjons, and voted
u “freedom of action™ resolution that
leaves each OAS member's relationship
with Cuba & purely bilatetal afTair.
Agreememt
Agreement on both the treaty and the
sanctions was broad and lef the US in
company with a near consemsuk, Only
Peru and Panama, on the “leftint!” end of
the Latin ynectrum, remaiti unhagpy with
some basic concepts of the Riolely.
Urupuny. Chile, and Paraguay. on the
“rightist™ end, took sirong eletpuon to
the uction on sanctions, . :
The achievements of the Stn Jose
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